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Jeanette Adams ’19 
Maggie Anderson ’19 

Abbey Atwater ’19 
Clover Austin-Muehleck ’19 

Cosette Bardawil ’19 
Julian Cohen ’19 
Milou de Meij ’19 

McKenzie Fetters ’19 
Xiaoya Gao ’19 

Luke Honeck ’19 
Trace Hybertson ’19 

Craig Jordan ’19 
Abigail Keefe ’20 
Bea McManus ’20 
Aria Minasian ’19 

Anna Mosoriak ’19 
Maxim Muter ’21 
Delaney Olsen ’19 
Bianca Pratte ’20 

Nicolette Puskar ’19 
Alexander Quackenbush ’19 

Emily Richter ’20 
Nicholas Suminski ’20 

Logan Willis ’20 
Stuart Young ’19 

 
 
  



Prelude in G Major, op. 32, no. 5, Sergei Rachmaninoff 
 with an improvised cadenza (1873-1943) 
   Milou de Meij 
   (b. 1997) 

Milou de Meij, piano 
 
 
Suite, op. 157b Darius Milhaud 
 III. Jeu (1892-1974) 

Abbey Atwater, clarinet 
McKenzie Fetters, violin 

 
 
In the Silent Night Rachmaninoff 

Aria Minasian, mezzo-soprano 
Nathan Birkholz, piano 

 
 
The Sounds Around Me Delaney Olsen 
   (b. 1996) 

Delaney Olsen, oboe 
with fixed electronics 

 
 
Étude-Tableau, op. 33, no. 5 Rachmaninoff 

Craig Jordan, piano 
 
 
From Little Women Mark Adamo 
 “Things Change, Jo” (b. 1962) 
 

Clover Austin-Muehleck, mezzo-soprano 
Nick Towns, piano 

 
 
Sonata, op. 94 Sergei Prokofiev 
 IV. Allegro con brio (1891-1953) 

Abbey Atwater, clarinet 
Nick Towns, piano 

 



Lux Aeterna Logan Willis 
   (b. 1998) 

Bianca Pratte, soprano 
Nicolette Puskar, soprano 
Emily Richter, soprano 

Bea McManus, mezzo-soprano 
Clover Austin-Muehleck, mezzo-soprano 

Luke Honeck, tenor 
Logan Willis, tenor 

Alexander Quackenbush, baritone 
Maxim Muter, bass-baritone 

 
 

INTERMISSION 
 
 
From The Tender Land Aaron Copland 
 Laurie’s Song (1900-1990) 

Anna Mosoriak, soprano 
Linda Sparks, piano 

 
 
Whiskey Before Breakfast/April Blizzard Traditional 
   arr. Trace Hybertson 
   (b. 1997) 

Trace Hybertson, violin 
McKenzie Fetters, violin 

Jeanette Adams, bass and mandolin 
Maggie Anderson, cello 

 
 
The Great Train Race Ian Clarke 
   (b. 1964) 

Cosette Bardawil, flute 
 
 
Grande étude de Paganini No. 3 (“La Campanella”) Franz Liszt 
   (1811-1886) 

Xiaoya Gao, piano 
 



Rubispheres Valerie Coleman 
 III. Revival (b. 1970) 

Bianca Pratte, flute 
Abbey Atwater, clarinet 
Stuart Young, bassoon 

 
 
Meadow-Larks Amy Beach 
   (1867-1944) 

Luke Honeck, tenor 
Craig Jordan, piano 

 
 
Horn Trio in E-flat, op. 40 Johannes Brahms 
 IV. Allegro con brio (1833-1897) 

Abigail Keefe, violin 
Julian Cohen, horn 

Nicholas Suminski, piano 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join us for a reception in Shattuck 163 following the performance. 
  



STUDENT BIOS 
 

Jeanette Adams ’19, from Gladstone, Mich., is candidate for a Bachelor of 
Music in double bass performance. She studies with Mark Urness, who 
has been a very influential mentor during her time at Lawrence. She has a 
wide breadth of musical experience in classical, contemporary, jazz, and 
folk styles. In addition to performing, Jeanette is a passionate educator, 
cultivating a private studio of bass and mandolin students in Appleton. 
She was recently awarded an ArtistYear Fellowship by the AmeriCorps 
where she will be teaching orchestra in Aspen, Colo. during the 2019-20 
academic year. In her spare time, Jeanette is a connoisseur of macaroni 
and cheese. 
 
Maggie Anderson ’19 is a senior from Bigfork, Minn., majoring in biology 
and music. Her interests include fiddling, camping, hiking, and Nordic 
skiing. Following graduation, she will be pursuing a Ph.D. in ecology at 
the University of Minnesota and playing fiddle music and bluegrass in the 
Twin Cities. At Lawrence, Maggie studied cello with Janet Anthony and 
Horacio Contreras. 
 
Clarinetist Abbey Atwater ’19 began her musical studies at age eleven. 
Abbey has had numerous musical accomplishments, including a 
performance of Carl Maria von Weber’s Concertino with the Waukesha 
Area Symphonic Band in May 2015. She has also received an honorable 
mention in the Oshkosh Symphony Young Artist Competition in 2016, 
was runner-up in the Music Teachers National Association Young Artist 
Competition the same year, and was a finalist in the Lawrence Symphony 
Orchestra Concerto Competition in 2017 and 2018. In the summer of 
2016, Abbey attended the Pacific Region International Summer Music 
Academy in British Columbia. Abbey has held principal and E-flat clarinet 
positions in Lawrence University’s Wind Ensemble and Symphony 
Orchestra and served as co-principal of the Waukesha Area Chamber 
Orchestra from 2012-17. She is highly active in various chamber 
ensembles including a wind trio, reed quintet, and new music ensemble. 
Additionally, Abbey has performed in master classes for renowned artists 
such as Julian Bliss, David Shifrin, and Imani Winds. She is currently 
completing her fourth year of undergraduate studies at Lawrence 
University, pursuing a Bachelor of Music in clarinet performance under 
the instruction of David Bell. This fall, Abbey will begin her Master of 
Music in clarinet performance at Temple University where she will study 



with Paul Demers, bass clarinetist of the Philadelphia Orchestra. She 
would like to wholeheartedly thank professor Bell as well as her friends 
and family for all the advice and support they have offered with her 
musical ambitions.  
 
Clover Austin-Muehleck ’19 is a graduating senior from San Francisco, 
Calif. During her time at Lawrence, she participated in various 
performances such as Speed Dating Tonight, IGLU micro-operas, Hydrogen 
Jukebox, Le comte Ory, Mass, and Breathe: a multi-disciplinary water opera. 
She loves many forms of musicking and doodling. Clover is from the voice 
studio of Kenneth Bozeman. 
 
Cosette Bardawil ’19, a fifth-year student from Boston, Mass., will 
graduate with a Bachelor of Music in flute performance and Bachelor of 
Arts in French and francophone studies. Cosette has performed with the 
Lawrence Symphony Orchestra, Wind Ensemble, and Symphonic Band as 
well as the Fox Valley Flute Choir. She has enjoyed participating in 
outreach performances with several chamber groups through the Music for 
All program. Cosette has a growing enthusiasm for teaching. Last summer, 
she participated in a music education internship in Ecuador. She studied 
in France throughout her junior year and will be going back after 
graduation to teach English for seven months. During that time, she also 
hopes to find some flute students and performance opportunities. In the 
future, she hopes to continue teaching, performing, and finding ways to 
promote music as a tool for social change. Cosette would like to especially 
thank Erin Lesser for the musical guidance and support throughout the 
years. 
 
Julian Cohen ’19, from the studio of Ann Ellsworth, will be graduating 
with a Bachelor of Music in horn performance and Bachelor of Arts in 
gender studies. During his time at Lawrence, Julian participated in the 
Lawrence Symphony Orchestra, Wind Ensemble, Symphonic Band, 
Viking Chorale, as well as various other chamber groups. This past year he 
has explored more freelancing opportunities and hopes to continue to 
grow in that field. He has gone on tour with the New Music Ensemble to 
Houston this past spring and with the Lawrence University Studio Horns 
(LUSH) to Minneapolis in 2014. This summer, he will continue studying 
with Ann Ellsworth and play with the Lawrence Graduate Bayreuth 
Tuben Quintet who will be recording an album next year. He would like 
to thank his parents for their endless support. 



 
Milou de Meij ’19 is a classical pianist, improviser, and singer-songwriter. 
As a classical pianist, she has been heavily involved in collaborative music, 
receiving the Marjory Irvin Prize and working for five years as an 
Accompanying Fellow. Collaborative highlights include founding the RCT 
Horn Trio, Visible (a free improvisation trio), and Top Secret (a one 
piano, eight hands ensemble). In addition, Milou is an avid melodica 
player and has appeared with the New Music Ensemble, at convocation, 
and in the multi-disciplinary water opera, Breathe. Strongly influenced by 
improvisation and world music, Milou has also participated in 
Improvisational Group of Lawrence University (IGLU), Gamelan Cahaya 
Asri, Tambo Toké, Sambistas, a jazz ensemble, and is an avid deep listener 
and contact improviser. Passionate about building community through 
music, Milou actively performs throughout the community with Music for 
All and Sigma Alpha Iota. In the summer of 2018, she continued her 
passion on the more administrative side through an internship at 
Carnegie Hall where she worked on arts educational programming and 
outreach. As a singer-songwriter, she has performed both solo and with 
her band, The Church of Momart, through Pop the Bubble, the Tiny Box 
Series, LUaroo, and the Viking Room’s live music nights. This past year, 
Milou wrote about her experiences as a multi-disciplinary musician in her 
Lawrentian column entitled Milou’s Musings. In addition to her musical 
studies, Milou also pursued a degree in Russian, studying abroad in St. 
Petersburg, Russia as a Gilman and Fund for Education Abroad Scholar. 
During her time at Lawrence, Milou has been honored to study classical 
piano with Anthony Padilla, songwriting with Patty Darling, improvisation 
with Matt Turner, and voice with Janet Planet. This upcoming summer 
Milou will move to Chicago where she will intern at Ensemble Español 
followed by a Fulbright year in Latvia where she will teach English and 
study folk music. She would like to thank her many professors and 
advisors for constantly supporting and encouraging her to take creative 
risks and artistic ownership. 
 
McKenzie Fetters ’19, a senior in the double-degree program for a 
Bachelor of Arts in English with a creative writing minor and a Bachelor 
of Music in violin performance, studied violin at Lawrence with professor 
Wen-Lei Gu. Her past violin teachers include professor Elisabeth Small of 
Belmont University and Sherry Merideth in Nashville, Tenn. While 
studying abroad at the Lawrence University London Centre last spring, 
she also studied with renowned Baroque soloist Rachel Podger, professor 



Mark Messenger and professor Madeleine Mitchell of the Royal College of 
Music, and Pete Cooper of the London Fiddle School. During her time at 
Lawrence, McKenzie has served as concertmaster of the Lawrence 
Symphony Orchestra and president of Fiddlers of Lawrence University. 
She was also elected to the Pi Kappa Lambda music honors society this 
year. Due to her passion for chamber music and community engagement, 
McKenzie has remained active within Decoda’s Music for All program at 
Lawrence University, performing at many off-campus locations throughout 
her four years, and over spring break this year she traveled with Lawrence’s 
New Music Ensemble to Houston, Texas on Lawrence’s 2019 Presto! 
Tour, where she performed in community concerts and outreach. This 
summer, McKenzie will attend the Decoda Skidmore Chamber Music 
Institute in Saratoga Springs, N.Y. She extends her most heartfelt thanks 
to her teachers, particularly professor Gu, for shaping her into the violinist 
and person she is today. 
 
Born in Urumqi, China, Xiaoya Gao ’19 is graduating with a Bachelor of 
Music in piano performance and a Bachelor of Arts in history. During her 
time at Lawrence, Gao is a member of professor Catherine Kautsky’s 
studio. Gao started rigid piano training since she was four and had lessons 
with Ling Yuan and Bian Meng at the Central Conservatory in Beijing. 
Gao was first accepted to Lawrence as a Bachelor of Arts student. Her wish 
of pursuing a music degree came true when she met professor Kautsky 
during her first couple of days at Lawrence. After a lesson, Gao did her 
audition and was accepted into the conservatory immediately. Over her 
five years at Lawrence, she held an Accompanying Fellowship for three 
years, gave her first solo recital at Lawrence in her sophomore year, and 
two other full recitals in her junior and senior years. Over the summer of 
2016, Gao performed as soloist and chamber musician at the 
InterHarmony International Music Festival at Arcidosso, Italy. In the 
summer of her junior year, Gao attended the Mozarteum International 
Summer Academy in Salzburg, Austria and studied with Pavel Gililov. 
Gao studied abroad in Vienna, Austria in fall 2017, where she had lessons 
with Christiane Karajev at the University of Music and Performing Arts. 
During her time at Lawrence, Gao received the Margaret Gary Daniels 
Keyboard Performance Award and had played in the Wind Ensemble, 
New Music Ensemble, and student recitals. 
 
  



Luke Honeck ’19, from Anchorage, Alaska, is a vocal performance major 
from the studio of Steven Paul Spears. During his time at Lawrence, Luke 
has had the honor of performing as Uriel in Haydn’s The Creation (2016), 
tenor soloist in Handel’s Messiah (2017), tenor in Glass’s Hydrogen Jukebox 
(2017), Count Ory in Rossini’s The Count Ory (2018), and most recently as 
Rinuccio in Puccini’s Gianni Schicchi (2019). He was also featured with the 
Lawrence University Wind Ensemble in 2017 in their performance of 
James Stephenson’s Dialogue of Self and Soul where he performed alongside 
Professor Carl Rath. Outside of Lawrence, Luke has been a proud 
Lawrence University Music Scholar at the First Congregational Church of 
Appleton for the past three years. He has also been fortunate enough to 
work with the Manitowoc Symphony Orchestra. In 2017, Luke was 
honored to receive the Metropolitan Opera National Council Audition’s 
Encouragement Award. Luke has a strong passion for opera and oratorio, 
which he will be pursuing after Lawrence. Outside of his vocal endeavors, 
Luke has also been an active member of the composition studio and has 
just completed a collection of art songs for tenor and piano. Luke would 
like to thank Steven Paul Spears, Joanne Metcalf, Copeland Woodruff, 
Andrew Crooks, Andrew Mast, and all the other wonderful professors he 
had the pleasure of working with in his time here, John Albrecht, and his 
wonderful family who have supported him so much throughout the past 
four years. 
 
Trace Hybertson ’19, is a senior from Boulder, Colo., graduating with a 
Bachelor of Arts in mathematics-computer science and music. Starting 
violin at the age of four, he studied under Stacey Brady at Boulder Suzuki 
Strings. While at Lawrence, Trace was a proud member of the violin 
studios of Wen-Lei Gu and Emily Dupere. He also studied Hindustani 
violin in Pune, India under Vidya Dengle during fall term of his junior 
year. Trace played in the Lawrence Symphony Orchestra and was the 
president of the Fiddlers of Lawrence University for two years, where he 
headed their program to bring visiting artists to Lawrence. He is excited to 
start his career as a software engineer in Milwaukee after graduation, while 
continuing to pursue his musical interests and passions. 
 
Craig Jordan ’19 from Ames, Iowa, is graduating with a Bachelor of Music 
degree in piano performance. He is from the studio of Dr. Catherine 
Kautsky. He will be attending the University of Miami Frost School of 
Music to pursue his Master of Music degree in piano performance this 
coming fall. At Lawrence, he has been featured in numerous recitals both 



as a collaborator and soloist while he has also performed with both the 
Symphonic Band and Wind Ensemble. He has premiered multiple new 
works from friends and colleagues during his time at Lawrence, most 
recently Slenderman and Brother’s Revenge by David Fisher ’19. As an 
Accompanying Fellow, Craig spent the last four years collaborating with 
the voice studio of Dr. Karen Leigh-Post. Craig has gone out of his way to 
create performance opportunities both within and outside of the 
Lawrence Conservatory working with various chamber groups and 
performing across the country as part of a viola/piano duo with alumnus, 
Brandin Kreuder ’16. He has given performances in schools, prisons, 
libraries, churches, art galleries, chocolate shops, and Appleton’s 
Riverview Gardens, an organization fighting poverty and homelessness. He 
spent the last summer studying at the Saarburg International Chamber 
Music Festival with help from the Chandler Senior Experience grant to 
study music and fairy tales culminating in a lecture/chamber music recital 
that premiered this spring term. In his junior year, Craig was awarded 
Lawrence University’s Marjory Irvin Prize for excellence in piano 
performance. He has appeared in master classes under artists Aleck Karis 
of UC San Diego, Pei-Yao Wang and Lisa Kaplan of the Eighth Blackbird 
ensemble. Outside of academics, Craig enjoyed being a member of the 
Gamma Zeta chapter of Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia and serving as president 
for the past two years. He also held the position of keyboard representative 
for the Dean’s Advisory Council and was Freshman Representative for the 
Lawrence University Community Council. 
 
Abigail Keefe ’20 is a senior from Dover, N.H. studying violin 
performance and mathematics with minors in French and music theory. 
At Lawrence, she is in the violin studio of professor Wen-Lei Gu. She has 
also studied with Peter Zazofsky and Valeria Kuchment. She received the 
Helen Barr Rudin Study Abroad Grant and the Gervais E. Reed Award 
for Off-Campus Study in Francophone Countries for her study in Paris, 
France at the École Normale de Musique with Florin Szigeti in the fall of 
2018. She has attended Montecito International Music Festival where she 
studied with Addison Teng, Hot Springs Music Festival where she studied 
with Annie Chalex Boyle and Drew Irvin, and Apple Hill Center for 
Chamber Music Summer Workshop. She has served as concertmaster and 
principal second violin of the Lawrence Symphony Orchestra 
multiple times. She has also been selected to perform with faculty and 
guest artists, such as Endless Field, and has played in master classes for 
Ani Kavafian, Hsiao-Mei Ku, and Magdalena Richter. 



 
Bea McManus ’20 is a junior choral/general music education major from 
Wilmette, Ill. She has performed in the following Lawrence productions: 
A Man of No Importance (2016); “Is That a Fact?” micro-operas (2017); Fall 
Opera Scenes The Ballad of Baby Doe, Il Matrimonio segreto (2017); Le comte 
Ory (2018); SPAMALU Sweeney Todd (2018); Spring Opera Scenes 
Cendrillon (2018); “Real Students, Real Stories” (2018); Pippin (2018); Fall 
Opera Scenes The Consul, Spring Awakening (2018); Mass (2019); Spring 
Opera Scenes Ainadamar (2019). She is also a section leader and the 
publicity chair of Cantala. She is also a Lawrence University Music Scholar 
at First Congregational United Church of Christ. She is from the voice 
studio of Kenneth Bozeman. 
 
Mezzo-soprano Aria Minasian ’19 is a native of Bainbridge Island, Wash., 
from the studio of soprano Joanne Bozeman and a recipient of Lawrence’s 
Presidential Conservatory Scholarship. During her time at Lawrence, she 
has been a soprano and alto in Cantala women’s choir all four years, being 
a part of the National ACDA Conference of 2019. Ms. Minasian has also 
been an alto for all four of the masterworks here at Lawrence that include 
I Will Lift Up Mine Eyes and Done Made My Vow (Hailstork), Messiah 
(Handel), The Creation (Haydn), and Stabat Mater (Mealor), O Clap Your 
Hands (Rutter), and I was glad when they said unto me (Parry), performing as 
the alto soloist in Chichester Psalms (Bernstein) this spring of 2019. 
Beginning her career at Lawrence as a soprano, Aria was part of 
Lawrence’s Kaleidoscope concert with the world premiere of We are the 
music makers by Garth Neustadter ’10, studying with tenor Steven Paul 
Spears during her first two years here, eventually transitioning to mezzo-
soprano and finishing her studies with professor Bozeman. 
 Aria was fortunate enough to study abroad in Vienna, Austria in her 
junior year, studying under coloratura soprano Donna Robin. While 
abroad, Ms. Minasian performed in La clemenza di Tito (Annio), Carmen 
(Mercedes), as well as two full solo recitals, and the world premiere of 
Lang Chen’s Chamber Symphony for Mezzo-Soprano. Previous Lawrence 
University Opera productions include Mass (The Celebrant), Ainadamar 
(Six Girls), Così fan tutte (Dorabella), Le comte Ory (alto chorus), Speed 
Dating Tonight! (Busgirl/Dater #5/Dater #22). Additionally, Aria has 
performed in programs such as Russian Opera Workshop’s Eugene Onegin 
(Olga), Utah Lyric Opera’s Principal and Studio Artist Program in Don 
Giovanni (ensemble) and The Merry Widow (Olga). Aria was a finalist at 
Eugene Opera’s PNW Sings Vocal Competition this spring 2019, and has 



been semi-finalist in the Shirley Rabb Winston Vocal Competition and 
Classical Singer Vocal Competition as well. 
 In 2016 Aria became an assistant teacher at Seattle Opera for their 
Youth Opera Summer Camps, working with second graders all the way 
through high schoolers. While at Lawrence, Aria has been an assistant 
teacher at Project Bridges Child Enrichment Center, where her students 
(aged three months to five years old) call her Miss Ari and always greet her 
with big hugs and lots of energy! 
 Upon graduation with a Bachelor of Music in vocal performance and a 
minor in vocal pedagogy, Ms. Minasian will be performing at Utah Lyric 
Opera as Mercedes in Carmen and Romeo in I Capuleti e i Montecchi. She 
plans to take the rest of the year to train and work in the Appleton area 
and then apply for graduate school to continue her education and passion 
of performing. 
 
Anna Mosoriak ’19, a native of Highland, Ind., is graduating with a 
Bachelor of Music degree in vocal performance. During her time at 
Lawrence, Anna has had the privilege of many performance opportunities, 
including Marcy Parks in The 25th Annual Spelling Bee, Natalie Goodman 
in Next to Normal, Countess in Le comte Ory, a Street Singer in Bernstein’s 
Mass, and Lauretta in Gianni Schicchi. Additionally, she placed third in 
Classical Women’s Voice and Musical Theatre categories at the Wisconsin 
NATS competition in 2017. This past fall, she won the Encouragement 
Award at the Metropolitan Opera Council Competition. Anna also 
participated in Cantala and Concert Choir and performed as a featured 
soloist with the Lawrence Symphony Orchestra. This fall, she will be 
attending the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music to 
pursue her master’s degree in vocal performance. She would like to thank 
her wonderful colleagues and educators, as well as her supportive family, 
and her incredible voice teacher Steven Paul Spears. 
 
Max Muter ’21, a junior from St. Paul, Minn., is a candidate for the 
Bachelor of Music in vocal performance and Bachelor of Arts in 
chemistry. Through Lawrence Opera Theater, he has performed scenes 
from Peter Grimes (Kaleidoscope 2017), Serse (Spring Scenes 2018), and 
Don Giovanni (Fall Scenes 2017). In addition, he covered the role of Tutor 
and performed in the chorus for the mainstage production of Le comte Ory 
(2018), and performed the role of Betto in Gianni Schicchi this past May. 
For the past two years, he has sung in Lawrence University’s Concert 
Choir and worked as a bass section leader in the Sanctuary Choir at First 



Congregational United Church of Christ. This summer, he will be on 
campus studying topological data analysis as a technique to process large 
quantities of atmospheric chemistry data. Special thanks go to his studio 
teacher, Steven Paul Spears, for a wonderful three years of learning. Max 
looks forward to his next two years at Lawrence! 
 
Delaney Olsen ’19, a fifth-year student from Plymouth, Wis., is graduating 
with a Bachelor of Music in oboe performance and music education. 
During her time at Lawrence, Delaney was a member of professor Howard 
Niblock’s studio, Andrea Gross Hixon and Leslie Michelic’s combined 
studio, and is now a member of professor Nora Lewis’s studio. She has 
also studied improvisation with professors Margaret Paek, Matt Turner, 
and Copeland Woodruff. She was fortunate enough to play principal oboe 
in the Lawrence Wind Ensemble and the Lawrence Symphony Orchestra 
as well as perform in master classes at the International Double Reed 
Society Conference in 2017. Delaney was accepted to the Amsterdam 
Conservatory for the fall of 2018 but could not attend due to serious 
health issues. She lost the ability to play for over a year and credits her 
newfound love of improvisation and composing to the time spent not 
playing. After graduation, Delaney will study abroad in Ireland at the Blas 
Summer Institute of Irish Music and Dance. In the fall she will student-
teach at Edison Elementary and then move to Madison to pursue 
professional teaching opportunities. She would like to thank her family, 
friends, and professors for all the love and support she has received 
throughout her musical career. 
 
Bianca Pratte ’20 is a current senior at Lawrence University pursuing a 
Bachelor of Arts in psychology and a Bachelor of Music in flute 
performance with a minor in music theory. Bianca is from the flute studio 
of Erin Lesser. During her time at Lawrence, she has held principal 
positions in the Lawrence Symphony Orchestra, Lawrence Wind 
Ensemble, Lawrence New Music Ensemble and Lawrence Opera 
Orchestra. An active chamber musician, Bianca has premiered many 
works by students and performed music by contemporary composers of 
the day, including Nico Muhly, Missy Mazzoli, Valerie Coleman, and 
others. Her most recent project includes a professional music video of Not 
Our Kids: A Fox News Operetta, a composition by Daniel Whitworth ’18 
that explores the indignity of Trump’s childhood separation policy. In 
2017 Bianca performed Mouquet’s La flûte de Pan with the Lawrence 
Wind Ensemble as winner of their annual concerto competition. She is 



also the first-place winner of the 2016 MTNA Wisconsin Young Artist 
Woodwind Competition, the 2016 Wisconsin Flute Festival Collegiate 
Competition, and second-place winner of the 2018 Colorado Flute Artist 
Competition. Over the past few summers, she has attended the ARIA 
International Summer Master Class, Beyond the Master Class at the 
Colburn School of Music, Domaine Forget Music Academy in Quebec 
and has played for Carol Wincenc, Mathieu Dufour, Jim Walker, and 
Leone Buyse, among others. This summer, Bianca will return to North 
Carolina for her second summer at the Eastern Music Festival. When not 
playing flute, Bianca enjoys playing accordion, singing, swing dancing, and 
practicing brush pen calligraphy. 

 
Nicolette Puskar ’19, soprano from Vero Beach, Fla., is graduating with a 
Bachelor of Arts in vocal performance and chemistry. During her five 
years at Lawrence, she is thankful to have participated in numerous types 
of music-making. In the Lawrence University Opera program, she 
performed the role of La Ciesca in Puccini’s Gianni Schicchi, Latin chorus 
member in Bernstein’s Mass, and the Photographer in Michael Ching’s 
Speed Dating Tonight! Additionally, she has performed the roles Serse from 
Handel’s Serse, Ellen Orford in Britten’s Peter Grimes, Erste Dame in 
Mozart’s Die Zauberflöte, and Magda Sorel in Menotti’s The Consul in the 
fall and spring Opera Scenes programs. Nicolette has performed in 
multiple Lawrence choirs including Hybrid vocal ensemble, Cantala, and 
Concert Choir as soprano section leader and president, and has appeared 
as a soloist with the Lawrence Symphony Orchestra as soprano in 
Handel’s Messiah, soprano cover in Adolphus Hailstork’s Done Made My 
Vow, and soprano in Paul Mealor’s Stabat Mater. Furthermore, Nicolette 
was a soprano section leader for four years in the sanctuary choir at First 
Congregational United Church of Christ, where in addition to 
performing chamber music with the Lawrence University Music Scholars, 
has appeared in the following oratorios as the soprano soloist in Dan 
Forrest’s Requiem for the Living, Haydn’s Lord Nelson Mass, Forrest’s Jubilate 
Deo, and Michael John Trotta’s Seven Last Words. Nicolette was awarded 
the Pi Kappa Lambda Prize for outstanding academic and musical 
achievement, the Presser Foundation Music Scholarship for outstanding 
achievement as a music major, and was inducted into the Pi Kappa 
Lambda music honor society. Nicolette would like to deeply thank her 
friends, colleagues, and professors for this unforgettable chapter of her 
life, and give special thanks to the person who fostered her passions the 
most: Karen Leigh-Post for her guidance, support, and love. 



 
Alexander Quackenbush ’19 is a vocal performance major from Sun 
Prairie, Wis. At Lawrence, Alex studied voice with Karen Leigh-Post and 
Steven Paul Spears. During his career at Lawrence, Alex has performed 
roles in Lawrence’s Opera productions including Baritone in Hydrogen 
Jukebox (2016-17), Tutor in Le comte Ory (2017-18) and Gianni Schicchi in 
Gianni Schicchi (2019). He has also appeared as a soloist in the Lawrence 
Symphony Orchestra and Choirs masterwork Messiah (2017). He is a 
Lawrence University Music scholar at First Congregational Church of 
Christ in Appleton and has greatly enjoyed the opportunity to sing with 
nine other extremely talented Lawrence students in both the church choir 
and their own chamber ensemble (which you will be hearing today!) Alex 
will be moving on to pursue a master’s degree in voice at Temple 
University, and will be forever grateful for the guidance, challenge and 
wonderful individuals that Lawrence University has given to him over 
these four years. Finally, he would like to thank both of his voice teachers 
here at Lawrence for the care and skill with which they have guided Alex 
through his career at Lawrence University. 
 
Emily Richter ’20 is finishing her third year at Lawrence studying vocal 
performance with Steven Paul Spears. She is from Arlington, Va., but her 
family currently lives in Tokyo. During her time at Lawrence, she’s 
enjoyed performing in operas at Lawrence University including Le comte 
Ory and Bernstein’s Mass. She has also sung in the Opera Scenes as 
Fiordiligi from Così fan Tutte (2017, 2018), Magda from The Consul (2018) 
and Nedda from I Pagliacci (2019). She placed second at the Wisconsin 
NATS competition in 2017. Choral and chamber singing has long been a 
part of her passion for music and much of this was cultivated in her time 
in the National Youth Choir of Great Britain and London Youth Choir 
in her high school years. She has sung in large and small ensembles during 
her time at Lawrence including three years in Cantala with whom she 
went to the Chicago Regional ACDA Conference (2018) and the Kansas 
City National ACDA Conference (2019). This academic year she has 
served as co-president of Cantala. This is her second year singing as a 
Scholar at First Congregational United Church of Christ. Singing with 
the First Congo Lawrence University Scholars has been an amazing 
chamber opportunity that has taught her more about communicating and 
loving through music than any other ensemble. 
 



Nicholas Suminski ’20 is pursuing a Bachelor of Music in piano 
performance and a Bachelor of Arts in chemistry. He has been recognized 
in several competitions, including winning the 2017-18 Lawrence 
Symphony Orchestra Concerto Competition and reaching the semi-finals 
in the 2018 PianoArts North American Competition, as well as winning 
the 2017 MTNA Wisconsin State Piano Solo Competition in the Young 
Artist Division. He is also a past recipient of the Lawrence University 
Margaret Gary Daniels Keyboard Performance Award and the Marjory 
Irvin Prize for Piano Performance. Last year, he was invited to perform in 
a Gilmore Festival Master Class with pianist Paul Lewis. He recently had 
the opportunity to study abroad in Vienna, Austria, where he studied 
Beethoven on early 19th century fortepianos under Gert Hecher. His other 
areas of interest include arranging and performing tango music, to which 
end he has attended the Stowe Tango Music Festival and the Tanguero 
Workshop. His teachers have included Michael Coonrod, Dierdre Irons 
and Christiane Karajeva, and he currently studies under Catherine 
Kautsky. 
 
Logan Willis ’20 is a Wisconsin native pursuing a Bachelor of Music in 
oboe performance and music composition. He is a regular performer with 
the Lawrence Symphony Orchestra, Wind Ensemble, and Concert Choir. 
He also holds the position of scholar/section leader at First 
Congregational United Church of Christ in Appleton, a position he holds 
alongside nine other Lawrence students. He performs regularly as tenor 
choral member and oboist at this church. He regularly writes music for the 
scholars, Lux Aeterna being the first piece he wrote for the group and the 
most performed of his compositions. At Lawrence, Logan has studied 
oboe with Howard Niblock and Nora Lewis, and composition with Joanne 
Metcalf and Asha Srinivasan. 
 
Stuart Young ’19, from Arlington, Texas, is receiving his Bachelor of 
Music in bassoon performance, under the tutelage of professor Carl Rath. 
During his time at Lawrence, Stuart has performed with numerous 
contemporary chamber ensembles including SLAAM, Solaris Winds, 
ViBE, Fifth Bass, ThirdForm, and the Woodwind Trio. Stuart traveled 
with ThirdForm to Urbana, Ill., for the MTNA Division Competition, 
and has gone touring with Presto! in Minneapolis and Houston. Both in 
solo and chamber ensembles, Stuart performed in master classes under the 
instruction of John Miller and members of Imani Winds, Splinter Reeds, 
and Alarm Will Sound. In 2018, Stuart Young won the Lawrence Wind 



Ensemble Concerto Competition for his outstanding performance of 
Gordon Jacob’s Bassoon Concerto. Stuart was awarded the music fellowship 
at the Sewanee Summer Music Festival, where he will be attending and 
performing over the summer. On top of performance, Stuart has 
composed and arranged for various new ensembles, and has explored 
methods for individual instruction in bassoon. He hopes to continue to 
pursue his passions for music through teaching, composition, and 
performance. He would like to thank close family and friends, teachers 
and professors, and the entire Appleton community for the many years of 
love and support he has received throughout his musical career. 
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