Lawrence University
Application for a Student-Designed Major

in the Bachelor of Arts Degree Program
HOW TO APPLY
The procedure for establishing a student-designed major is described under “Student-Initiated Courses and Programs” in the Course Catalog and on the Lawrence website at www.lawrence.edu/academics/programs/student-designed-majors. Please refer to that procedure and consult with your planned major advisor as you fill out this application. Your application must be approved by three faculty members who agree to serve as your major advisor, alternate advisor, and third member of the faculty panel, before it can be sent to the Instruction Committee for approval.

Applications for student-designed majors are reviewed by the Instruction Committee throughout the academic year. When evaluating your application, the committee will consider the nature of the proposed major, how it is distinct from existing majors and better suited to your educational goals, and whether it can be accomplished in your remaining time at Lawrence. For this reason, you should submit your application as soon as possible, preferably no later than Term I of your junior year.
Once a major is approved by the Instruction Committee, minor changes such as course substitutions can be approved by the faculty panel overseeing the major. Updates should be provided to the registrar to maintain a record of degree requirements.
Email application to Associate Dean of the Faculty (assoc_dean_fac@lawrence.edu). 
DESIGNING YOUR MAJOR
The Bachelor of Arts degree requires 216 units (36 courses), with about one third (12 courses) in a major field of study. Use the following guidelines to design your major, consulting existing majors in the Course Catalog as examples.
· At least 10 courses (60 units) plus a Senior Experience, with no more than 15 courses (90 units) including the Senior Experience.

· Courses from multiple departments or programs that form a coherent field of study. You may include electives with “or” or “one of the following.”
· Courses at different levels: introductory (100-199), foundation/gateway (200-399), advanced (400-599), and Senior Experience (600-699).
· No more than 18 units of student-initiated courses (directed study, tutorial, independent study, or academic internship), including the Senior Experience.
· No more than 18 units of overlap with any other major, minor, or interdisciplinary area you are completing (the 18 units may differ for each).
You must justify any deviation from these guidelines in your application.
Note that in order to receive your degree, you must have 2.000 grade-point average in your proposed major and in all of your Lawrence courses.

Application for a Student-Designed Major
Name: 
Date of application: 

LU-ID: 
Expected graduation: 

1. Title of Proposed Major
Provide the name of the major as you want it to appear on your transcript.
2. Proposed Requirements
COURSES:  List required courses and electives for the major in the format PHIL 125 Critical Thinking (6 units). For student-initiated courses, include the faculty member who has agreed to be your instructor. You are responsible for ensuring that you will meet the prerequisites for each course or have instructor approval to enroll.
SENIOR EXPERIENCE:  Describe your proposed Senior Experience, including the planned format, topic, and advisor.
3. Tentative Plan
To demonstrate that your proposed major is workable, offer a tentative plan for how you will complete it. Add academic years [2017-18] and courses [PHIL 125] to the table below. Include courses already completed and those planned for future terms. Consult past class schedules and ask department chairs about future offerings.

	Academic Year
	Fall Term
	Winter Term
	Spring Term

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


4. Other Areas of Study

List any other major, minor, or interdisciplinary area you plan to complete for your Lawrence degree.

5. Rationale

Write a rationale for your proposed major. Your rationale should address the following:

1. How the proposed major forms a coherent field of study and develops theoretical and methodological sophistication in that field;

2. How the proposed major addresses your educational interests and goals; and

3. Why you cannot accomplish these goals with existing majors, minors, or interdisciplinary areas in the Course Catalog.
While you may refer to similar majors offered by other institutions, you must make your own case as to why the proposed major is coherent and accomplishable at Lawrence.
Faculty Approvals for Student-Designed Major
This page should be printed, signed, and sent to the Associate Dean of the Faculty.

Student Name: 

Proposed Major: 

Major Advisor
I approve of the proposed major and agree to serve as major advisor. I agree to oversee the student’s progress, to consult with other members of the faculty panel for approval of course substitutions, and to provide the Registrar’s Office with updates.
Signature: 

Date: 

Printed Name: 

Dept: 


Alternate Advisor
I approve of the proposed major and agree to serve as alternate advisor. I am prepared to assume the responsibilities of major advisor when the major advisor is unavailable for a term. I agree to work with the major advisor and third member of the faculty panel to approve course substitutions as needed.

Signature: 

Date: 

Printed Name: 

Dept: 


Third Member of the Faculty Panel
I approve of the proposed major and agree to serve as the third member of the faculty panel. I agree to work with the major advisor and alternate advisor to approve course substitutions as needed.

Signature: 

Date: 

Printed Name: 

Dept: 


Senior Experience Supervisor
I agree to supervise the student’s Senior Experience as described in this application.
Signature: 

Date: 

Printed Name: 

Dept: 


