Rubric for Oral Component of Honors in Independent Study
	
	Summa Cum Laude
	Magna Cum Laude
	Cum Laude
	No Honors

	Knowledge of

previous work
	Clearly demonstrates a rare and exceedingly advanced understanding of established traditions or theories
	Clearly demonstrates a sensitive and advanced understanding of established traditions or theories
	Clearly demonstrates a substantial knowledge of underlying principles and central concepts or theories in areas relevant to the project
	Weak or missing knowledge of underlying principles and central concepts

	Framing of project within scholarly context 
	Framing of the original material in the project within the context of established work or relevant traditions is elegant and subtle
	Framing of the original material in the project within the context of established work or relevant traditions is sophisticated
	Framing of the original material in the project is appropriate within the context of established work or relevant traditions in the discipline
	Framing of the original material in the project is incomplete or inappropriate

	Articulateness
	Reaffirms that the project is a rare achievement that makes an original and sophisticated contribution
	Reaffirms that the project demonstrates unusual and substantial creativity, conceptual innovation, or theoretical sophistication (i.e., an unusual degree of independence of thought) on the part of the student
	Reaffirms that the project does not merely replicate, review, paraphrase, or compile previous work by others
	Unable to articulate the contribution or connection of the project to the field

	Response to Questions
	Gives extraordinarily complete and persuasive responses to the examiners' questions without the need for guidance from the examiners
	Gives complete, clear, well-organized, and satisfying responses to the examiners' questions without the need for much guidance from the examiners
	Gives complete, clear, well-organized, and satisfying responses to the examiners' questions with some guidance from the other examiners.
	Gives incomplete, disorganized, or unsatisfactory answers or requires substantial guidance from the examiners


