Bio235

De Stasio 2011

Oral Communication Assignments
Three oral presentations and discussion participation comprise 45% of your course grade.  The oral skills to develop:  mechanics of speaking to a group (eye contact, voice projection, speaking speed), organization, and ability to deliver content at an appropriate level.  There will be explicit instruction in oral communication and you will receive written evaluations.  The CTL (basement of Briggs) will assist students in developing and practicing excellent speaking skills; you are encouraged to use this facility.  

The presentations:

#1  Small group demonstration of a concept in evolutionary biology:  Weeks 2-4


For this assignment you should flex your creative muscles to design a visual &/or hands-on demonstration that illustrates an important concept in evolutionary biology.   You may choose one of the concepts to be demonstrated from a list devised by the instructor or you may go in a different direction, with permission of the instructor.   The goal of this assignment is to clearly communicate oral instructions for a hands-on activity as well as the context for that activity and then guide the class through the activity or demonstration.   Eye contact and clarity will be key.

#2:  Presentation of primary or secondary source material:

Weeks 2-10 (see syllabus & Moodle)


Primary literature has been chosen by the instructor to complement lecture material.  You (alone or with a friend) will lead discussion of one paper.  Presenters are responsible for leading discussion of the material in the paper and they may need to teach the material if students are not able to describe the experiments/observations/results in discussion.  All students must read the assigned papers prior to the discussion.  Presenters may pick up their papers well in advance of their presentation date and you may (most should) meet with Beth prior to discussion to make sure you understand the content of the paper.  These presentations should be a mixture of teaching and leading discussion and should be designed to take 20-25 minutes.  Discussion can include assigned small group work as well.  The last part of this assignment is to provide the instructor with at least one or two possible review/exam questions based on the paper.  These questions will be used to provide a study guide to students prior to exams.

#3: Teach a topic of your choice Week 10

Students will teach a mini-lecture on a well-focused topic or on a particular primary paper.  You should aim for an 18-minute presentation.  Possible topics will be provided but you should not feel limited by these. Topics must be approved by the instructor by reading period. Feel free to look through any evolution text for ideas.  The goal of the presentation is to transmit information about an interesting topic in evolutionary biology to your peers in the time allotted.  You should concentrate on clear communication, good organization, and accurate, engaging content.  Visual aids or handouts should be used. You will provide your instructor with at least one exam or review question based on your presentation, and sources should be cited properly.

