De Stasio, 2005

Discussion Leadership and Participation
Discussion Leadership

Communication Goals:

  Planning a flexible discussion

  Extracting information from others in an organized, relatively planned manner;  teaching using a more Socratic method.  

  Responding to the comments of peers, moving a discussion along, answering questions.  

  Stepping in to lecture when needed.  

Format:

This is flexible, but here are some ideas.  Begin by asking the students to describe the goals, questions, or hypotheses of the work.  Ask questions to elicit the main concepts covered in the paper and ask for definitions of some of the new terms or concepts (or ask if they have questions on vocabulary).  You might next move on to describing the methods the researchers used and you could ask questions about the results.  Please use visual aids such as overheads of the relevant figures so that the class can easily follow along as you point out important details (or ask others to). Return to more open discussion mode by asking the class to provide interpretations of the data, comment on the authors’ interpretations, or provide critical commentary.


You should end your presentation with one or two thoughtful, open-ended questions for the class that are either based on, or flow from, the paper we have read.   These questions might make explicit reference to lecture material or previous papers, asking students to make connections to other concepts or examples. Turn in to the instructor 1 or 2 review/exam questions based on your paper.


This assignment is NOT one in which you are to teach the entire paper yourself.  You should be prepared to do so, because you can’t know which concepts are going to trip up the students, but you shouldn’t start there.  

What to work on:

Content and Organization


Preparation of two types of questions:  open-ended (what is this paper about?  What applications might there be?) and factual (what does the Y axis on the graph in figures 1 mean?  What organisms were used and why?).


Have an organized plan in which the most important parts of the paper are well covered so that students understand them.


Be flexibile with your plan.  Identify possible areas to cut or add as needed.  Always prepare more than you need, but be prepared to scuttle.

Mechanics


Preparation of overheads that can be seen from the back of the room.


Clear, loud enough speaking with eye contact.


Repetition of questions, perhaps with slightly different wording.


Allow silence – student will need to time to think and respond.  Don’t let them off the hook too quickly.

Participation


Be prepared.  Read the papers ahead of time, scribble on your copy.  Circle words and methods you don’t know.  Work to understand the basic figures.  Write in what the graph axis means or which symbols are which.  Maybe even outline the basic approach.


Ask questions.  Ask about words you don’t know.  Ask for things to be explained.  Ask for repetition when you need it.  These discussions are still primarily for you to learn the material.  I don’t expect that you will understand everything in all these papers the first time through.  You should understand the basic ideas and approaches by the time the class is done.


Respond to the discussion leader.  Attempt to answer the questions, be thoughtful, try.

I will be awarding 0-5 points per day for discussion in roughly the following manner:


0 – unexcused absence or you fell asleep


1 – you stayed awake but seemed unprepared and made little effort to contribute


2 – you seem prepared, could follow along, made at least one attempt to contribute


3 – you were prepared, you kept up, you asked a couple of questions, you responded to prompts from the leader or the comments of others at least once.


4 – same as three, but made several contributions (questions, comments, answers)


5 – substantial contributor, but left room for others as well.

