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The purpose of this cover sheet is to allow you to reflect on your writing experience.  As we’ve discussed in class, writing is a process.  Your end result isn’t the whole process; it is merely the part that can be most easily measured.  The grade earned on a paper shows your progress toward the standard for that essay, but it is important for you—as a developing writer—to understand what you’ve been focusing on, getting better at, and still struggling with.  This knowledge can help you to become a more effective writer.  Your self-reflection in this cover sheet will also help me to comment on your paper more meaningfully.  Please write complete answers to the following questions and submit them stapled to the front of your essay.

1. How did your topic evolve over time?  At what point did you have a solid topic for this paper?  Did you change topics at all as you were writing?  Why/why not?  

2. What sort of prewriting (brainstorming, outlining, talking about your topic) activities did you do and how did they help you to develop your ideas?

3. Did you meet with the instructor and/or a tutor and, if so, how did this meeting influence the final draft?  

4. Did you participate in in-class activities on this essay?  Did they help you stay focused and work steadily on the paper?  Did they help you think deeper about your ideas?  How?  Why?  Did you procrastinate or miss classes?  If so, how did this impact the final product?

5. What advice did your peer reviewers give you and how did you incorporate this advice into the paper?

6. What problems did you encounter as your paper evolved?  Did you solve them?  If so, how?  If not, how do you think you might have solved them?

7. Did you pay attention to the elements of effective writing we’ve discussed in class (engaging introduction; strong, clear, arguable thesis statement; logical argument; use of evidence; satisfying conclusion)?  Which elements were easiest for you?  Which were most difficult?  Why?

8. What are you most proud of in this paper?  Why?  What did you work hardest on?  What impact did that effort have on the final product?

9. What still needs the most work?  Why?  What made it hard to improve?

10. What kind of progress can you see in yourself as a writer?  What are you still struggling with?  How did the progress/struggle affect you as you were working on this essay? 

11. What type of revisions do you plan to make to this paper?  Are there elements of the paper that could benefit from additional attention or deeper consideration?  Have you thought of any new ideas (or ones you weren’t able to incorporate in this version) that you would like to address in the revision?

12. Any additional comments, concerns, questions, or other things I should know about your paper or your writing process.  

