OMA:  Hi Minh, how you doing?
Minh: I’m fine. (giggles)
OMA:  So, you volunteered over the summer? Can you tell us how you managed to secure that opportunity?
Minh: Basically I talked to VPV (Volunteer for Peace in Vietnam) two months before I applied for the Svog (Summer Volunteer Opportunity Grant); I looked through all their current projects and I liked this one really much. I got in touch with leader of the project and planned the entire trip before I had even contacted Lawrence for the Svog. Budgets were outlined. And I was good to go. This program is actually a five year program in Vietnam. It is still ongoing.  
OMA:  What motivated you in choosing this opportunity?
Minh:  Well, not only did I really want to make use of my time profitably, but education is something that I really cherish and am concerned about as far the lower class people accessibility goes. Which is why even though VPV had other volunteering activities, I opted for the one that had an educational emphasis on. 
OMA:  Can you please describe what you did working for Volunteer for Peace – Vietnam?
Minh:  Basically, I worked with a lot of their members. Did a lot of fundraising, got together a week before the trip and bought stuff for the village people, mainly books for the library, consumer products, and many other gifts. We stayed in a Hmong primary school for a week. We interacted with the children, exposing them to Vietnamese, which is not their native language (54 different ethnicities). 
OMA:  Any special experiences that you gained?
Minh:  I believe part of it was working in a different environment with students from Vietnamese universities. I had to adjust to a different standard of living – bare minimum utilities – no water for most families, and we had to go out for water with can. Took two showers in a week…hehe.. – the condition didn’t allow for multiple showers – one bathroom for 40 families. Water is expensive. No tiled floors. To make it worse, we came in the middle of a storm, one of the biggest in Vietnam this summer. The roof was leaking. Work was halted including transportation. It was quite the experience, but it also had me experience what these people probably experience on a daily basis. 
OMA:  What motivated you in choosing this opportunity?
Minh:  I really like education. I really felt I had a responsibility to give back to the community.   
OMA:  Do you have any personal message you want to share with the community?
Minh:  I think anyone can make anything happen especially at a place like Lawrence which is extremely resourceful in supporting its community in doing something. Sometimes all it takes is a closer look at the many opportunities that Lawrence has to offer. There’s always something out there to do for people and that is how differences are made.
OMA:  Thank you for your time, Minh.                      
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