Come join the Office of Multicultural Affairs for this one night only event!
The documentary “Half the Sky,” inspired by Pulitzer Prize-winning journalists Nicholas Kristof’s and Sheryl WuDunn’s New York Times bestseller, follows the stories of extraordinary women around the world as they struggle to overcome oppression. Kristof and WuDunn focus on three major problems facing women – sex trafficking, maternal mortality and violence against women. They argue that empowering women is the key to alleviating poverty and uplifting communities in developing countries. 

From Publishers Weekly

Starred Review. New York Times columnist Kristof and his wife, WuDunn, a former Times reporter, make a brilliantly argued case for investing in the health and autonomy of women worldwide. More girls have been killed in the last fifty years, precisely because they were girls, than men were killed in all the wars of the twentieth century, they write, detailing the rampant gendercide in the developing world, particularly in India and Pakistan. Far from merely making moral appeals, the authors posit that it is impossible for countries to climb out of poverty if only a fraction of women (9% in Pakistan, for example) participate in the labor force. China's meteoric rise was due to women's economic empowerment: 80% of the factory workers in the Guangdong province are female; six of the 10 richest self-made women in the world are Chinese. The authors reveal local women to be the most effective change agents: The best role for Americans... isn't holding the microphone at the front of the rally but writing the checks, an assertion they contradict in their unnecessary profiles of American volunteers finding compensations for the lack of shopping malls and Netflix movies in making a difference abroad. (Sept.) 
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“Half the Sky” is showing nationwide at 7:30pm THIS Thursday, March 4th. Those who RSVP to our event (up to 12 students) will meet at the Diversity Center at 6:30pm on Thursday, March 4th. From there we will head to the theatre for the showing. The documentary runs from 7:30 until approximately 9pm. Once we arrive back on campus, the OMA is having a reception with food and drinks to have an open conversation about “Half the Sky”.
So, RSVP ASAP to rose.wasielewski@lawrence.edu if you would like to attend this event for free!
