Politics Transcription
FEMALE: Did I tell that my uncle Doug, um, is getting married?
MALE: No. Who’s he getting married to?
FEMALE: This guy! Named Kevin. [Isn’t that ridiculous?
MALE: [Wh-wh]—that’s good. Wh-why-what’s ridiculous about it?

FEMALE: Well, I mean, c’mon, they’re both guys. [I mean they’re-
MALE: [Well…]
FEMALE: - ya know, that’s – that’s a guy – it’s a guy – [marrying another guy, that’s, not right.

MALE: [Ssssss….] 
MALE: So, why is it – why-why wouldn’t it be right? A-Aren’t they – shouldn’t they have the same ability to marry as anybody else? 
FEMALE: No. They’re two men. I mean, if they wanna marry women, that’s fine, but I mean if they’re gonna be gay, okay, whatever, but they have to keep it in their own home and I-I mean, that’s just not, it’s not right. It’s not right. It’s in the Bible. It’s not right. 
MALE: Shouldn’t they be able to enjoy life just as anybody else? Get married, enjoy the tax benefits, enjoy bein’ able to go out and [love each other, an’— 
FEMALE: [No.] No, the tax benefits are set up in such a way that when you get married you’re provided for-for when you have children, and gay couples can’t have children, so it’s really, just, why can’t they [just like, settle for like civil unions. I don’t understand.
MALE: [I, I know, I know a lot of gay people] who have adopted children - 
FEMALE: [Yeah, but they shouldn’t be allowed to adopt. That’s a whole ‘nother issue.
MALE: [- or even been, or even been surrogate mothers] or, have been implanted, or however you want to word that. 
FEMALE: Right, but, what if, what if the couple doesn’t want children? Why should they be allowed, with no intention of having children or even if they maybe one day will — With a straight couple, you’re pretty much guaranteed children. [With - 
MALE: [I-I—]

FEMALE: - a gay couple, there’s no guarantee, so why should you have the same tax benefits as everybody else?
MALE: I have friends that have been, married for twenty-five years, an’ didn’t have any kids, an’ not gonna be able to have any kids now. 
FEMALE: Right, but the point is, there’s the possibility of children and—a gay marriage--you’re going into this, and it’s first of all, it’s wrong, according to the Bible, and I’m sorry, but it’s wrong, but then even if you were to overlook that and be like, hey, they’re living their own life and it doesn’t bother me, the idea of them, like, practically mooching off the state, just like, eking a living off of the state with these tax benefits is really irritating. Why should they have the same tax benefits as me?
MALE: Well, I, because we’re all, equal, A*, and uh, the Bible is pretty surface-y dealing with gays and marriage, er, homosexuality and marriage, um, I-I-I-I really don’t have any problem with your uncle getting married. I think it’s great for him, I think it’s great to be able to enjoy what everybody else gets to enjoy, an’ he’s already going through plenty with people pointing at ‘im because he’s gay anyway, because we live in such a naïve world.
FEMALE: I don’t know about that. I’m -
MALE: [Er—

FEMALE: - I just, I can’t bring myself to approve of it. I mean, it says in Leviticus, in the Bible, that a man should not lay with another man as he does with a woman, otherwise he’ll go to Hell, I mean that’s in the Bible, and if you base your life around  Christianity, then that’s what you believe, an’ he’s a Christian. He calls himself a good Christian and then he’s going to get married in some Unitarian church, to another man. I don’t understand how he can live with himself.
MALE: [Well-] Well, a couple of things here, um, we live in the United States where religious freedom, so, we’re able to do anything separate of Christianity if we so choose, or separate from Islam, or any other religion, um, so, the Bible shouldn’t have any say if we can an’ can’t get married because we’re a homosexual in the United States. Um, and uh, what was the other thing you were just talking about – tax benefits and stuff? [I mean –

FEMALE: [Yeah.]

MALE: - they-they, th-they deserve it. I—I’m sorry. They deserve it. 
FEMALE: I just can’t agree with you. I’m really [sorry. I just, I—
MALE: [Mm, because why would—why would they choose to be gay? Why would—who would choose to be gay? 
FEMALE: Hey—dhh—If you choose to be gay, you choose to be gay. 
MALE: [Uh.]

FEMALE: What, you think it’s something you’re born with? 
MALE: Uh, I-I, I-I don’t understand why you would choose it. I-I mean, I-I’m sure there’s—I know people that like both males and females. Everybody’s a potential suitor for them, um, I don’t—I—For how hard it is ta be a homosexual, I can’t imagine you would choose it, um, I-I just don’t—it’s hard for me to comprehend.
FEMALE: Then why do people call it a “lifestyle choice?” There’s a reason that that terminology’s out there, okay? Like, these people choose to live their lives the way they do, and that’s fine, but they shouldn’t be able to reap the benefits set up for good, Christian couples to have children, an’ like, an’ – by getting married. It’s just wrong.
MALE: I’ll just have to disagree with you.

FEMALE: (sighs) Fine.

Idioms, slang, colloquialisms, terms, phrases:

1. um = filler sound
2. c’mon = come on (expression of exasperation or disbelief)
3. ya = “you”
4. gonna = “going to”
5. whatever = slang term indicating dismissal of an idea
6. bein’ = “being”
7. just = filler word
8. just like = filler words
9. civil unions: A legal union of a same-sex couple, sanctioned by a civil authority similar to marriage 
10. yeah = “yes”
11. ‘nother = contraction of “another” (here meaning “other” or “separate”)
12. surrogate mother = a person who acts in the place of or takes the place of another person's mother
13. implanted = to set firmly in; in this context, it’s referring to the process of in vitro fertilization in which sperm is injected into a woman’s eggs that have been removed and then are put back inside her body (or the body of a surrogate mother) with the intent of establishing a successful pregnancy
14. an’ = “and”
15.  hey = slang term used to get someone’s attention
16.  mooching off = getting or trying to get something free of charge, without earning it, or by begging; “leeching” or “sponging off of someone”
17. eking a living = to make a living or support with great effort; barely managing to get by
18. surface-y = Not actually a word, but in this context, the speaker means “superficial” or “surface-like”
19. er = filler sound
20. ‘im = “him”
21. naïve: having or showing a lack of experience, judgment, or information
22. Leviticus = the third book of the Bible, often cited in reference to an argument against homosexuality
23.  well = filler word
24.  have any say = be able to determine, in this context, to dictate or legislate
25.  mm = filler sound
26.  dhh = sound indicating exasperation
27.  potential suitor = a possible partner for a relationship; typically refers to a man being a possible partner for a woman
28. ta = “to”
29. terminology: a system of words or terms used to name something; in this case it is being used to mean “term” or word
* “A” in this context is indicating the first item in a list. You could substitute the number “1” for “A” in this case. 
Listening Comprehension Questions:

1.  What occasion/event started this debate on gay marriage?

2.  What is the argument for gay marriage?
3.  What is the argument against gay marriage?  (Think about the different points that each speaker makes and the strategy used by each speaker to try to convince the other.)
4.  Are the two speakers able to agree on why gay marriage should or should not be allowed? Why or why not?

5.  How do the speakers end the conversation?
