Philosophy 360 / ENST 360
Winter 2009
Environmental Ethics
John Dreher

1.
Our required readings will be Plan B 4.0, Lester Brown, Norton & Co., AND nine items which I will get to you, gratis, in a timely manner.  Be sure to buy Plan B 4.0 at the start of the term.  It’s available thru Follet’s (on campus) or directly from the Earth Policy Institute at 202-496-9290, or at www.earth-policy.org.
2.
Issues raised by our work from Jan 4 to Jan 25 will be addressed effectively in open book and open notes essays you will write in class on 27 Jan.  (1/6)

Issues raised by our study of the views of Sagoff and Stone will be addressed effectively in essays you will place in my Main Hall 107 mailbox by 11:00 a.m., Monday, 15 Feb.  (800 to 1,200 words, 1/3).  You will receive the instructions for the 15 Feb. essays on 5 Feb.  The extra time allows you to do whatever you wish during the reading period.

You will make a 5 minute in-class report on the reading of the day.  (Note the days marked “*” on the reading schedule.)  Your report will include clear statements of (1) the main point of the reading (2) the best reason why an intelligent person might agree with that point & (3) the best reason why an intelligent person might disagree with that point.  Expect to participate in the discussion following your report.  There will be up to 3 reports on each * day.  (1/6)

Issues addressed on & after 17 Feb will be the foci of essays due in my MH107 mailbox by 11:00 a.m. on Friday, 12 March.  (1/3)

In summary, here’s how your grade is computed:


1/6 in-class exam 27 Jan


1/6 in-class report, date TBD


1/3 take-home essays due 15 Feb 11:00 a.m.


1/3 take-home essays due 12 March 11:00 a.m.

3.
Please understand that any assignment not in the right place by the right time will automatically receive a maximum grade of F(50).  Requests for extensions of due dates will be granted only under the most EXTRAordinary circumstances.  Your Honor Code reaffirmation is required on all written work.  Note that your course grade will be lowered five points for each unexcused absence after the second such absence.  (Missing any class carries its own price!)


I will do my best to make extensive and helpful diagnostic comments on your written work.  Expect to see at least as much devil’s advocacy as you will hear in class.  If, after you have read and thought about the comments, you disagree with or wish further clarification of any of them or you have figured out how to move beyond the comments, (and if a 24-hour cooling off period has elapsed since you got your work back) PLEASE share your thoughts with me.


I recognize that even a very good student may not be fully prepared for every class.  So, if you are not prepared on any given day, do not cut the class or try to bluff in class:  simply tell me before class that you’re not in shape to talk, and I will not call on you that day.  (Don’t do this too often!)

4.
Here is our reading schedule:

Jan.
  4
Course info


  6
Hardin/Dreher

  8
Baxter 1-13

11
Baxter 15-58

13
Ruff
15
Ruff

18
(King holiday)


20
Boulding & Schelling

22
Schelling

25
Schelling & Review

27
in-class open book & open notes essays

29
Sagoff ch 1  pp. 1-17
Feb.
  1
Sagoff ch 2  pp. 24-46

  3     *
Sagoff ch 3  pp. 50-73

  5     *
Stone 3-14; 20-25; instructions for 15 Feb. essays distributed.

  8
Stone 26-42

10
Stone 43-62

12
Reading Period
15
Take-home essays due in my MH 107 mailbox by 11:00 a.m.; no class.
17     *
McDonough

19     *
Brown  ch 1 (incl. notes)

22     *
Brown  chs 2 & 3 (incl. notes)

24     *
Brown  ch 4 (incl. notes)

26     *
Brown  ch 5 (incl. notes)


Mar.
  1     *
Brown  chs 6 & 7 (incl. notes)

  3     *
Brown  chs 8 & 9 (incl. notes)

  5     *
Brown  ch 10 (incl. notes) & review; instructions for 12 Mar essay distributed

  8     *
Brown & Lovins

10
Lovins & course review

12
Take-home essays due in my MH107 mailbox by 11:00 a.m.; no class
5.
Here is my number grade/letter grade conversion scale:
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You should know how I arrive at a letter grade, and then a number grade.  After I have studied an essay three times, and completed all my diagnostic comments, I ask “How does this work compare to essays in recent intermediate level Philosophy courses, where those essays were graded at A or B or C or D or F?”  After I answer that question, I ask the fine-tuning question “How high (or low) an A or B or C or D or F has this essay earned?”  For example, does it barely make a B (81? 82?) or is it a strong B (87? 88?)?  I do not believe that a B is a B is a B.

6.
Outside-of-class experiences.  My formal office hours are:



MWF 9:10 - 9:40 & 3:10 - 4:00

In addition, I will be happy to make appointments outside of those formal office hours.  I especially welcome informal meetings with groups of 2 to 5 students who have been discussing course material together.  Feel free to knock on my MH 323 office door or

e-mail me at john.p.dreher@lawrence.edu or phone me at 920-832-6681 at any time.

I look forward to our work this term.  We have a common objective, namely, that you STRENGTHEN your analytic and communication skills as we examine some extremely important contemporary issues.
