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1.

We’re going to be thinking, reading, talking and writing about some very interesting issues this term.  Our work will be highly disciplined: that makes for REAL fun.  (Bull-shitting isn’t real fun.  Besides, it draws low grades.)
Consider:
· Does morality require a transcendent basis?
· Does YOUR worth as an individual human depend upon a super-human creator?

· Are knowledge, love, beauty, justice, adventure, trust, without value in a godless universe?

· Does one experience God in a religious experience?

· Can avoidable pain and evil exist in the same universe with a very good, wise and powerful God?

· Exactly what do theists believe when they believe that there is a God?  Exactly what do atheists believe when they disbelieve that there is a God?  Clarify as best you finitely can YOUR concept of “God”.
· Do we create our god(s) in our image(s)?

· Is “There is a God” a declarative sentence which is either true or false?  (Is it truth-functional?  Is it cognitively meaningful?)  Or is it a disguised optative?

· Sometimes we “say things” out of habit and/or in social solidarity.  We do not intend them literally.  If and when you say “Credo in unum Deum,” do you mean (a) “There is God!” or (b) “Hey: I’m one of us, I belong!  I feel whole!”?
· I must do God’s Will.  And if it be God’s Will that I forgive you, then, yes, I will do so, with gusto!  Comment.

· I must do God’s Will.  And if it be God’s Will that I kill you, then, yes, I will do so, with gusto!  Comment.

2.

So much for drama.  Here are the logistical nuts and bolts of our seminar.  Attend to them.

A.
Our REQUIRED texts are:


-
The Book of Job (transl. Raymond Scheindlin), Norton, 1998, pb



-
The God Delusion, Richard Dawkins, Mariner Books, 2008, pb



-
Breaking the Spell, Daniel Dennett, Penguin, 2006, pb



-
The Reason for God, Timothy Keller, Dutton, 2008, Hb



Be sure to get exactly the editions specified.
B.
Our reading schedule is:

April 1
Scheindlin 7-52; Job 1:1-14:2 (incl. the Notes starting at p.161)
April 3
Job 15:1-27:22 (incl. Notes!)

April 6
Job 28:1-42:18 (incl. Notes!)
April 8
Dawkins 13-99 (incl. the Notes starting at p.436)

April 10
Dawkins 100-136 (incl. Notes!)

April 13
Dawkins 137-189 (incl. Notes!)

April 15
Dawkins 190-267 (incl. Notes!)

April 17
Dawkins 268-348 (incl. Notes!)

April 20
Dawkins 349-420 (incl. Notes!)

April 22
Dawkins wrap-up

April 24
Dennett XIII-XVI; 3-93 (incl. the Notes starting at p.391)

April 27
Dennett 97-199 (incl. Notes!)

April 29
Dennett 200-246 (incl. Notes!)

May 1
Dennett 249-307 (incl. Notes!)

May 4
Dennett 308-339 (incl. Notes!)

May 6
Dennett 341-389

May 8
Reading Period

May 11
Dennett wrap-up
May 13
Keller IX-XXIII; 3-34 (incl. the Notes starting on p.243)

May 15
Keller 35-83 (incl. Notes!)

May 18
Keller 84-123 (incl. Notes!)

May 20
Keller 127-173 (incl. Notes!)

May 22
Keller 174-212 (incl. Notes!)

May 25
Memorial Day

May 27
Keller 213-242 (incl. Notes!)

May 29
Keller wrap-up

June 1
waddya think?

June 3
more waddya think?

June 5
in-class blind-reviewed mini-essays

C. Your joyous work includes:

· two 10-minute solo presentations (1/8, 1/8)

· two mature post-discussion write-ups of your presentations [each due the second class after each presentation] (1/8, 1/8)

· useful participation in 7 to 10 Murder Boards (1/4)
· useful participation in the seminar overall (1/8)

· the June 5 essays (1/8)


Note that alert attendance is REQUIRED.  Your course grade is cut by 5 points for each Murder Board duty you miss, and by another 5 points for any unexcused absence beyond the second such absence.
D.

Presentation DATES
See 2B above for the reading assignment for each presentation day.  On April 1 (no fooling!) we will fill in the names of the presenters who will meet glory on the days listed below.  Each of you will do one presentation before any of you will do a second presentation.

April 8
____________________________


10
____________________________


13 (2)
____________________________  &  ___________________________


15
____________________________


17 (2)
____________________________  &  ___________________________


20
____________________________


22 (2)
____________________________  &  ___________________________


24
____________________________


27 (2)
____________________________  &  ___________________________


29
____________________________

May  1 (2)
____________________________  &  ___________________________
4 ____________________________



6
____________________________

11 (2)
____________________________  &  ___________________________

13 ____________________________



15 (2)
____________________________  &  ___________________________

18 ____________________________



20 (2)
____________________________  &  ___________________________



22
____________________________




27
____________________________




29 (2)
____________________________  &  ___________________________

3.

Here is my number grade/letter grade conversion scale:




above 91
A
above 71

C






90&91
A-

70&71
C-






88&89
B+

68&69
D+




above 81
B
above 61

D






80&81
B-

60&61
D-






78&79
C+
below 60

F

You should know how I arrive at a letter grade, and THEN a number grade.  After I have studied an essay three times, and completed all my diagnostic comments, I ask “How does this work compare to recent Phil. 600 essays which have been graded at A or B or C or D or F?”  After I answer that question, I ask the fine-tuning question “How high (or low) an A or B or C or D or F has this essay earned?”  For example, does it barely make a B (82) or is it a strong B (87)?  I do not believe that a B is a B is a B.

4.

Outside-of-class experiences.  My office hours are:


MWF 9:10 – 9:40 and MWF 2:15 – 3:00.

I will be happy to make appointments outside of those formal office hours.  I especially welcome informal meetings with groups of 2 to 5 students who have been discussing course material together.  Feel free to knock on my MH 323 office door or phone me at x6681 or e-mail me at any time.



If we don’t make immediate contact, I’ll get back to you very quickly.

I look forward to our work this term.  We have a common objective, namely, that you STRENGTHEN your analytical and communication skills as we philosophize!
