LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY BACKGROUND


Lawrence University is an undergraduate liberal arts college (http://www.lawrence.edu/) with a conservatory of music located in Appleton, Wisconsin.  It was originally chartered in 1847 and was only the second college in the United States to be founded as co-educational. Lawrence’s 1,400 students are drawn primarily from Wisconsin and the Midwest, but also represent nearly every state and about 51 foreign countries. About 25 percent of each year’s entering freshmen are ranked in the top five percent of their high school classes and the average ACT score is 28. Twenty-one of the incoming freshmen in Fall 2005 were class valedictorians and 37 received National Merit recognition.
Lawrence was ranked 53rd among the nation’s top liberal arts colleges according to the 2005 edition of U.S. News and World Report. This was the sixth consecutive year Lawrence has been included among the top quarter of institutions in the magazine’s national liberal arts category. Furthermore, in its 2006 edition of America’s Best Value Colleges, the Princeton Review named Lawrence one of the nation’s “best value” undergraduate institutions.  The college’s faculty consists of 121 full-time members who are accomplished teachers, scholars, and artists; about one-third are women. With 99 percent of the faculty holding the Ph.D. or highest degree in their fields, Lawrence affords its students excellent teaching and an 11:1 student to faculty ratio. The college has an endowment with a market value of approximately $188 million and its alumni donor participation rate (last year 51 percent) is among the strongest in the country.  Lawrence is accredited as a degree-granting institution by the North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools and the Conservatory of Music is accredited by the National Association of Schools of Music.
