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Lawrence University students reach out to youngsters 
Susan Draves 
Post-Crescent staff writer 

The Post-Crescent 

Lawrence University senior Zack Tollman has taken time from his college life the last three years to give some attention and homework help to young children in the Appleton schools.


	

	The changes he sees in his young charges are the reason the psychology major continues to volunteer as a mentor. 

"It does make a difference," Tollman said. "It's hard to say why, but the kids have made a lot of progress." 

Since January, he has spent one hour each week mentoring a fourth-grade boy at Richmond Elementary School. 

"We work on homework, and we hang out and talk," Tollman said. "I try to be an older brother and a buddy as well. 

"It's important that you're there as a friend and not as another authority figure." 

A dozen students from the LU Mortar Board senior honor society are partnered with specific students at Richmond. In weekly visits, the university students develop a mentoring relationship with the younger children. 

Others from the LU Student Athlete Advisory Committee also visit the school as mentors, while other LU students are involved with a similar school program through the Lawrence University Volunteer Center. 

"We are so appreciative of Lawrence University's interest in volunteering in our school community," said Richmond principal Bobbie Schmidt. 

"It is a wonderful experience for our students and allows us to be able to provide more adult interaction and support for individual students." 

Loni Philbrick-Linzmeyer, secretary of the Student Athlete Advisory Committee and a senior from Green Bay, said this is the first year the group has had a mentoring program in place in the schools. 

Each athletic team visits a school for one week in the fall and spring and helps the children with reading and math or interacts with them at recess. 

"We aid the teacher in any way we can," she said. "It's cool to help kids in the classroom and that we have that connection now." 

For Anna Kiel, the mentoring program provides another chance to work with kids as she looks ahead to graduate studies in child-adolescent psychology. 

"I take advantage of any opportunity I can to sit and read a story to a child," said Kiel, a senior from Oak Park, Ill. 

"I get a kick out of watching them learn and seeing how they grasp new concepts." 

Philbrick-Linzmeyer said she hopes the program grows. 

"We plan on continuing the program and hopefully getting more involved as we go," she said.




